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DISTRIBUTION OF UPLAND GAME BIRDS 
IN NEBRASKA * 
By LEVI L. MOHLER 
Upland game birds in Nebraiska have been the subj,ect of in-
vestigation by four game technicians temployed by the Game, For-
estation and Parks Commission since early in 1941. Statements 
made in this paper are based largely upon this investigation which, 
in the past three years, has taken these workers into all counties of 
the state. 
Field headquarters for the four men employed for this research 
have been at Pawnee City, Pierce, Ord, and Ogallala. 
Information from a wildlife inventory, which takes the form 
of a postal card questionnaire, supplements the actual field inves-
tigations. Six of these inventory forms have been distributed on a 
state-wide basis to land operators interested in reporting local con-
ditions and as many as 298 individual returns have been received 
from a particular inventory. The average return has been well 
over 200. 
Bird Requirements and Distribution 
Bird requirements, matched against natural conditions includ-
ing climate, and man's activities, including his various agricultural 
pursuits, determine what birds can persist in any area. Since op-
timum conditions differ for the different birds, each species has its 
own peculiar pattern of distribution. 
The 1944 spring inventory, which asked wildlife reporters to 
estimate bird populations present on their places April 1st, indi-
cates a widespread population of the Ring-necked Pheasant (Phasi-
*This paper was presented by Mr. Mohler at the Nebraska Acad-
emy of Science meeting at Lincoln, May 5, 1944. The author is 
supervisor of the PIttman-Robertson Division of the Nebraska 
Game, Forestation and Parks Commission. 
(1) 
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anus colchicus torquatus) and a restricted distribution of the other 
upland game! species. Of 242 reports, 226 listed pheasants as resi-
dents and the following numbers listed these other species: 
Eastern Bob-white (Colinus virginian us virginianus) .................... 103 
Greater Prairie Chicken ('T ympanuchus cupido americanus) ...... 64 
Prairie Sharp-tailed Grouse (Pedioecetes phasianellus campestris) 35 
European Partridge (Perdix perdix p.erdix) ..................... 7 
Chukar Partridge (Alectoris graeca chu~ar) ................................ 7 
The Long-billed Curlew (Numenius americanus) and the Up-
land Plover (Bartramia longicauda) were not included on this in-
ventory, but increasing numbers of both these species have nested 
in the state the past few years. 
Pheasant 
The Ring-neck.ed Pheasant is now found in all counties of the 
state and has provided legal sport since 192 7 . A million or more 
pheasants have been killed annually during the last several open 
seasons. 
The highest well-distributed population is found in northeastern 
and central counties including at least parts of Cedar, Knox, Wayne, 
Pierce, Madison, Boone, Greeley, Valley and some adjoining COUll' 
ties. (Map 1.) The population is also high in many southwestern, 
western and south-central counties. 
Pheasant~ are least abundant in the six counties south of the 
Platte river in extreme southeastern Nebraska and in the northern 
parts of Dawes and Sioux Counties. Repeated stocking of pheas-
ants in those are~s hall been carried out but it now seems rather 
clear that pheasants are not likely to develop high populations in 
those areas. 
Bob-white 
The Bob-white, or quail, is nearly state-wide in distribution. 
Some bob-whites probably are to be found in every Nebraska COUll' 
ty, but they are nowhere aboundant over county-wide areas except-
ing in the southeastern counties. (Map 1.) Highest populations 
occur in Johnson, Pawnee, Nemaha, and Richardson Counties, where 
woody cover, necessary for quail, is present on practically every 
farm. 
A blOCk of counties consisting of Sarpy, Cass, Otoe, Johnson, 
Nemaha, Pawnee and Richardson is the only large area in the state 
where quail are reported more frequently than pheasants on the 
inventory cards. 
Quail are found in numbers at suitable locations in the north-
east, central, southern, southwestern and western counties. Prac-
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4- NEBRASKA BIRD REVIEW 
tically all of the quail in the WIest half of the state are in the val-
leys of the Platte, Republican, and Frenchman rivers or their 
branches. 
In 1942 the writer investigated quail habitat in Keith County 
in an effort to find uninhabited coverts in which to I'elease game-
farm-reared quail. It was found that practically every area having 
the requisites of good quail range was already occupied by native 
quail, indicating that there is little or no necessity for releasing 
quail as a game management procedure. 
In much of Nebraska, the quail population is held to a mini-
mum by the absence of woody cover and the severe winters. 
Greater Prairie Chicken 
Much of the writer's time since 1940 has been used in study-
ing this upland species which today is absent from most of east'ern 
and southern Nebraska. 
Prairie chickens today are found chiefly in the counties along 
the southern and eastern edges of the sandhills area where not over 
40 per cent of the land, and usually much less, is under cultivation. 
(See Map II.) 
The breeding and nesting habits of this species require ex-
tensive grassland and the disappearance of the native prame 
through cultivation was responsible for the eviction of the prairie 
chicken from eastern Nebraska many years ago. 
Prairie chickens in fall and winter ordinarily locate in flocks 
at areas where good grassland is available for roosting and corn-
fields are available for daily feeding. Hence, in winter chickens are 
found in some counties which are entirely without them in the 
breeding seaSon. Most of Nebraska's prairie chickens breed in the 
shaded area shown on Map II, and most of the winter flocks locate 
in the southern and eastern parts of this shaded area. However, 
winter flocks have been reported at many points outside the breed-
ing territory. Some of these locations reporting winter flocks are 
shown by dots on Map II. 
Wildlife reporters have observed prairie chicken nests in 23 
counties during 1941, 1942, and 1943, and the species undoubtedly 
nested in at least 30 counties during that period. No nests were re-
ported outside the shaded area shown on Map II. 
Prairie Sharp-tailed Grouse 
The Prairie Sharp-tailed Grouse, a near relative of the prairie 
chicken, . is seldom reported outside the sandhill area and IS not 
commonly seen at many points sO\lth of the Platte river. Grouse 
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G NEBRASKA BIRD REVIEW 
breed farther north and west than the. prairie chicken, and replace 
the latter bird as thti most common native species in the northern 
and western parts of the sandhills. 
Sharp·tails winter satisfactorily without winter grain and hence 
do not shift to the south and east to the degree noted in the prairie 
chicken. Observations of sharp-tails more than a few miles south or 
least of the sandhills are relatively rare. Only four such '"out·of· 
bounds" records have been reported in the past three years by wild· 
life reporters. These four reports were from Dakota, Madison, 
Platte and Butler Counties. 
Chukar Partridge 
Although Chukar Partridges have been stocked in numbers 
during the past several years, including more than 5,000 in the past 
two years, the species is nowhere abundant in the state, and at 
most points from which accurate records are available the species is 
definitely declining. At many places it has disappeared entirely. In 
the spring of 1943 chukars were reported by 23 cooperators in 18 
counties and in the spring of 1944 chukaiis have been! reported by 
only 8 cooperators in 7 counties. Most of these later reports were 
from western and southwestern points at which releases were made 
in 1943. A few chukars, from repeated stocking, occur in Chase, 
Keith and Sheridan Counties and at other scattered points chiefly 
in the western half of the state. 
Four reporters saw chukar nests in 1943. 
European Partridge 
European Partridges, commonly called Hungarian Partridges 
or simply Huns, were reported on the 1944 spring inventory by 7 
reporters in the 4 northern counties of Sheridan, Cherry, Boyd and 
Holt. The 7 reports for this species constitute the highest number 
received on any particular inventory. It was not reported on the 
fall inventory in 1941. In the spring of 1942 it was reported from 
3 points, in 1943 from 2 points. One nest was reported in 1942. 
A specimen obtained in Arthur. County in 1940 represents a 
location considerably farther south than most reports of this spe· 
des. Uninvestigated reports from sources outside the inventory 
cards indicate that a few of these partridge may be present in 
central ~ebraska. 
Sage Hen (Centro cercus urophasianus) 
Very recent authentic reports for this species are lacking but 
local investigation in Sioux and Dawes Counties indicates that a 
few sage hens 'may be present in extrem.e northwestern ~ebraska. 
N.ebras~a Game, FOTestation and Par~s Commission, 
Lincoln, N.ebras~a. 
GENERAL NOTES 1 
GENERAL NOTES 
Additional Records of the Whooping Crane.-To supple-
ment my published records of the Whooping Crane (Crus ameri-
cana) which recently appeared in THE NEBRASKA BIRD RE-
VIEW, vol. xi, pp. 5-8 and 47, I can add the following: On 
March 10, 1944, fifteen of these birds were seen flying north and 
calling IDudly by George Eagleson who lives a short distance north 
of Kearney, Buffalo County. He reported that twelve of the birds 
Whooping Crane Group at Hastings Museum 
were flying in a compact flock followed at some distance by three 
others. On March 12 Elwood Jenkins of Kearney noted twelve 
birds on an island in the Platte River four miles east of town and 
on April 2 Mr. and Mrs. Eddie Brown saw three Whooping Cranes 
in the Platte River near Kearney. From the above we know that 
there were at least fifteen birds of this species in the Kearney vicin-
ity last March but it is quite possible that the latter two records 
are of the flock seen earlier by Mr. Eagleson. 
The accompanying cut is from a picture of the Whooping 
Crane exhibit of ten birds recently unveiled at the Hastings Muse-
um. We believe this to be the largest group of Whooping Cranes 
in existence. The background was painted by Miss Iris Daugherty 
and the cattails, grasses and foreground were prepared by Mrs; 
Gertrude Short of the museum staff and installed with Miss Daugh-
erty's assistance. The scene represents a northwestern Nebraska 
sandhill marsh in the early morning just before sunrise. Some' of 
these cranes were collected by me years ago and others have been 
retrieved from other collections and remounted.~A. M. BROOK, 
lNG, Hastings, N,ebr. 
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Occurrence of the Mississippi Kite in Adams County.-
During the annual field day of The Nebraska Ornithologists' Unioll 
held at Hastings on May 14, 1944, the Mississippi Kite (Ictinia 
misisippiensis) was observed several times by members of the field 
party. The first observation of the bird was made just before noon 
when a single kite flew low over the heads of a group of bird stu-
dents in the vicinity of Crystal Lake in Adams County, Nebraska, 
south of Hastings. This party included A. M. Brooking, F. W. 
Haecker, Mrs. A. M. Jones, Miss Amy Lawton, Dr. and Mrs. R. 
Allyn Moser, Mrs. S. A. Perkins, W. LeRoy Wilcox and others. 
Twice during the hour which followed this first observation, a 
single Mississippi Kite! was seen by members of this group, flying 
over the tree tops in the vicinity of Crystal Lake. During the af-
ternoon Mrs. A. H. Jones returned to the locality where the first 
kite was seen and observed three birds of this species soaring high. 
On May 21, 1944, Mr. and Mtis. A. H. Jones drove their car to a 
point near this same territory and again saw two kites in flight 
over the area where they were first seen. 
Considering the dates of these observations and the fact that 
more than one individual is present, there is high hope that the 
birds may be nesting in this vicinity. The Hastings bird students 
will make a search for a nest and if it is found this record will ex-
tend the known present breeding range of the species northward 
from Kansas. 
Swenk in 'The Birds and Mammals of Nebras~a (March 1, 
1919) speaks of the Mississippi Kite as a "Rare straggler from the 
south; one record only." Bent in United Stat.es National Museum 
Bulletin 167 (1937) reports on page 70 concerning this species as 
follows: "A specimen was taken near Omaha, Nebr., in Nov. 1912." 
I am quite sure that both of these references relate to the same rec-
ord and that it is the only previously recorded occurrence of the 
Mississippi Kite in Nebraska.-F. W. HAECKER, Omaha, Nebr. 
* * * * 
Notes From Chadron.-We have always been interested in 
our very handsome Brown Thrashers and in their beautiful songs 
but we have not been able to see much of them as they are such 
shy birds. Last spring (1943) a pair built in an old clump of tall 
lilac bushes next door, only a few feet from the sidewalk. The 
nest was so high and in such dense foliage that I could not see into 
it, but could watch them feeding from/our porch. Two young' left 
the nest and we saw them in our back yard for a couple of days, 
then they disappeared, via the cat route we fear. The adult birds 
stayed on and in a few days began a second nest on top of an ar-
bor in our garden. We could see into thi~ nest from a step lad-
der. Three eggs were laid but only one young bird came from the 
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nest. They fed around the yard and drank and bathed freely and 
in plain view. The young bird grew rapidly and was in complete 
plumage some time before they left. The thtlee of them stayed near 
the old nest, 'roosting on the arbor and never seemed to care greatly 
if We were around. On May 10, 1944, we again had three Brown 
Thrashers in the garden, one male pouring out his songs from the 
top of a hackberry tree. There were apparently two males and for 
three days they contended for the lady's favor. Then one of them 
was gone, acro~ the street and down the block. Our male and the 
one defeated sang defiance at each other for a couple of days. Then 
the songs ceased and work began on a new nest in the arbor about 
four feet west of last year's nest. On May 21 we noticed a bird 
wa.s incubating three eggs, so we are hoping for at least three young 
ones to play around our yard this summer. I think the Brown 
Thra.sheris our most beautiful bird and by far the best singer. Al-
though our Western Mockingbird is equally good, we have not had 
so many of them in our town for three or four years. 
We found what is, no doubt, a very unusual record for the 
Eastern Phoebe. At Log Cabin Green House ,:a. pair of theBe! birds 
have nested for twelve consecutive years' on top of a mounted deer 
head, over the front door of the residence cabin. The nest is bare-
ly visible. between t!1,e ears of the mount and is well protected by 
the roof of the small front. porch. There is also a pair of Brown 
Thra.shers and Giant Red-Wings nesting near by. 
We have a robin and family, pairs of Western House Wrens 
and Bullock's Orioles as our "tenants" besides the thra.shers. Last 
August we' saw an Oven-bird in the garden, the first one. we had 
seen. A neighbor had one in her \ garden some few years ago. The 
one Mr. Blinco and I saw and watched in our garden was definite-
ly an Overl-bird as we were close and watched it feed around the 
:Staked tomatoes for a long time. Only one was seen but it was a 
, real thrill. Our tbird season is a failure if we do not see and identi-
fy at least one new species.-MRS. GEORGE BUNCO, Chadron, 
J'{ebr. 
* * * * 
Nestmg"'of the Piping Plover a.nd Least Tem in Cass 
County.---On July 3, 1943, while swimming at Merritt's Beach in 
Cass Courtty near Plattsmouth we found two nests which were 
merely slight depressions in the sand only a few yards apart. One . 
nest contained four eggs of a slightly greenish or bluish tinge, 
sprinkled elver with brown and black spots. The parent birds were 
tripping about anxiously at a distance and were identified as the 
Piping Plover (Charadrius melodus). The second nest belonged 
to the Least Tern (Sterna anttllarum) and the adults were flying 
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about over our heads threateningly. There were three eggs in the 
tern nest, 10ngJer and more slender than the plover eggs, and buff 
with dark brown spots. The protective coloration of both sets of 
eggs was marvelous. We diScovered them by the actions of the 
parent birds and after walking away a few feet it was difficult 
to find the nests again without careful search. 
On July 8 we returned and found that the sand. had been 
smoothed with a drag after the carnage of the Fourth. Both nests 
had disappeared but we found two fuzzy-cotton Least Tern infants 
running about, and the third one dead. The parents threatened us 
more angrily than before so we hastened to leave them in peace. 
They had had enough trouble. 
On July 22 at the same place we found an adult Piping Plover 
with three little ones. They looked like fluffy dandelion seed heads 
that had suddenly acquired two wee legs and started to run. The 
parent gave a "beeping" call and led them off the grassy road to 
the safety of the sand.-MRS. LORENE D. HEINEMAN, Platts-
mouth. Nebr. 
* * * * 
The Lazuli Bunting Again Seen at Omaha.-On the morn-
ing of May 21, 1944, r watched a male Lazuli Bunting (Passerina 
amo.ena) at cld.se ran~ and in good light. The bird was in a large 
elm tree on the edge of Elmwood Park, Omaha. So far as I can 
determine this is the second recorded occurrence of this species in 
Nebraska east of Lincoln. During the thirty-eighth Annual Field 
Day of the Nebraska Ornithologists' Union held at Omaha on May 
11, 1940, a Lazuli Bunting was seen by Mr. Earl W. Glandon and 
others (antea, viii, p. 105) .-F. W. HAECKER, Omaha, Nebr. 
* * * * 
Notes From Lincoln.-Miss Louisa M. Wilson of this city 
has given me the following notes from the bird observations she 
has made in her yard during the late winter and early spring sea-
son just passed: The Eastern Robin was first seen on February 22 
and on that same day a flock of Cedar Waxwings were noted and 
Eastern Bluebirds were observed flying overhead. Several Eastern 
Golden-crowned Kinglets appeared on April 9 as well as two or 
three Eastern Fox Sparrows. On April 16 she saw the Western 
Palm Warbler, Song Sparrow (subsp.), and an Eastern Hermit 
Thrush which remained for three or four days. The White-throated 
Sparrow was noted on April 22 and the Brown Thrasher on April 
26. On April 28 she saw her first Western House Wren and about 
one hundred White-throated Sparrows were present on April 29. 
Also on that day she observed Lincoln's Sparrow, Eastern Warbling 
Vireo, Olive-backed Thrush, Myrtle Warbler and the Eastern 
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Ruby-crowned Kinglet. The Arctic Towhee, Clay-colored Spar-
row, Eastern Chipping Sparrow, Chimney Swift, Yellow-billed 
Cuckoo and Black and White Warbler appeared on April 3D. On 
May 1 she noted the Wes~rn Field Sparrow and on May 6 the 
Northern Blue Jay and Red-eyed Towhee. The Eastern Yellow 
Warbler was seen on May 7, and the Tennessee Warbler and Bal-
timore Oriole on May 8. The next day she first saw the Purple 
Martin although they had probably been in the vicinity before and 
on May 10 saw the Catbird and one of the Empidonax flycatchers. 
On May 11 the Arkansas Kingbird, Bell's Vireo, Oven-bird and 
Orchard Oriole arrived. 
The first Eastern Robin in my yard was seen on February 22 
but Professor Schultz reported them on February 17. The Red-
breasted Nuthatches that remained at my feeding station all winter 
were last seen on May 4. They first arrived on September 27, 1943. 
I saw my first Eaistern Ruby-crowned Kinglet on April 16, the 
Western Mourning Dove on April 5 and the Eastern Savannah 
Sparrow on May 6. In general, the other species were noted in my 
yard a day or two later than the dates on which Miss Wilson saw 
them.-JANE B. SWENK, Lincoln, Nebr. 
* * * '" 
Occurrence a.nd Probable Nesting of the Summer Ta.nager 
in the Omaha Vicinity.-The Summer Tanager (Piranga. rubra 
rubra) is reported in A Preliminary Review of the Birds of N.e.-
bras~a by Bruner, Wolcott and Swenk (1904, page 93) to have 
been observed by 1. S. Trostler in Douglas County, Nebraska, dur-
ing July, 1894, and to my knowledge that is the only published 
reference to the occurrence of this species in Omaha or Douglas 
County. Considering the number of bird observers who have been 
in Omaha during the past fifty years and the striking appearance 
of the male Summer Tanager which could hardly be confused with 
any other species, we must conclude that this bird has been very 
rare in the Omaha area, even allowing for oversight and neglect 
on the part of observers to record its presence. 
On May 16" 1944, Mrs. F. W. Haecker observed an all red 
bird drinking from a small pool of water directly across the street 
from her home in Omaha. The bird was with a cardinal but of en-
tirely different appearance. She said it was shaped differently than 
the cardinal, entirely without a crest and of a beautiful orange shade 
of red strikingly different from the darker red of the cardinal. She 
noted the bird had a sleek appearance and was all red including its 
wings which eliminates the possibility of its being a Scarlet Tanager, 
a species with which : she is familiar. Upon returning the following 
morning from a trip out of town I showed her several colored plates 
of Slimmer Tanagers and. she was positive that that was the bird she 
saw. 
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Mrs. S. A. Perkins has recently reported that she saw an 
adult male Summer Tanager in Fontenelle Forest (in Sarpy Coun' 
ty at the southern edge of Omaha) on May 15, 1941, and she also 
says that her sister,in,law, Mrs. G. C. Loomis, noted an adult male 
Summer Tanager in her yard in Omaha that same summer. 
It is reported that several pairs of Summer Tanagel'S have 
established themselves in Waubonsie State Park (Fremont County, 
Iowa) 44 miles southeast of Omaha and have nested there during 
the past two seasons, at least one nest having been found. Gilbert 
collected a male of this species near Rock Bluff, Cass County, Ne' 
braska, on May 30, 1936 (antea, v, p. 8). This is only 24 miles 
south of Omaha. 
On May 29, 1944, Dr. Charles A. Stewart observed a singing 
male Summer Tanager in Fontenelle Forest while he was making a 
nesting survey with Dr. F. D. Garrett and myself. On May 30 he 
noted the bird again in tlie same area. On May 31 he again saw 
the bird in the same dead tree where he had noted it the previous 
day. On June 4, 1944, the three of us again were working in the 
area and Dr. Stewart and I saw the bird several times on its same 
dead lookout tree and at various other placeS close by. Later during 
the morning Dr. Stewart observed a male Summer Tanager about 
one thousand feet from the aforementioned area at nearly the same 
time I saw it near its lookout tree and this leads U9 to believe that 
more than one individual is present. At one time I thought I saw 
the female with the male but am not sure. To my knowledge there 
has never been a nesting of this species reported in Nebraska and 
since breeding behavior is indicated here we have begun a.diligent 
search for the nest. One or two pairs of Scarlet Tanagers are nest' 
ing in the immediate vicinity. 
Omaha is probably near the extreme northwestern limit of the 
range of this beautiful species and observers in the vicinity of that 
city are urged to make a special search for it. The recently obtained 
data from Nebraska and Iowa here given, leads me to believe that 
the Summer Tanager is ,extending, or at least reestablishing its 
breeding range northwestwardly.-F. W. HAECKER, Omaha, 
Nebr. 
* * * * 
Results of a Field Trip in Gage and Jefferson Counties.-
On May 10, 1944, Mesdames Patton and Martin, together with 
Max Foster, drove from Blue Springs to join us on a bird'listing 
trip in the Fairbury vicinity. This field day had been planned in 
courtesy to Mrs. Charles Richardson of Boulder, Colorado, f9rm' 
erly of Fairbury where she had been active '.in bird study work! and 
was formedy president of. the Fairbury Nature Uni()n. Miss Ber-
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tha Hblly together with Mrs. Richardson and ourselves completed 
the party of seven. The 82 species of birds observed during the day 
were as follows: Pied-billed Grebe, Eastern Green Heron, Ameri-
can Bittern, Common Mallard, Blue-winged Teal, Shoveller, Ruddy 
Duck, Turkey Vulture, Cooper's Hawk, Marsh Hawk, Eastern 
Sparrow Hawk, Eastern Bob-white, Ring-necked Pheasant, Ameri-
can Coot, Killdeer, Spotted Sandpiper, Western Mourning Dove, 
Bam Owl, Great Homed Owl, Chimney Swift, Eastern Belted 
Kingfisher, Northern Flicker, Red-bellied Woodpecker, Eastern 
Hairy Woodpecker, Northern Downy Woodpecker, Eastern King-
bird, Arkansas Kingbird, Northern Crested Flycatcher, Eastern 
Phoebe, Acadian Flycatcher, Least Flycatcher, Prairie Homed Lark, 
Rough-winged Swallow, Bam Swallow, Purple Martin, Northern 
Blue Jay, Eastern Crow, Long-tailed Chickadee, Tufted Titmouse, 
White-breasted Nuthatch, Western House Wren, Eastern Mock-
ingbird, Catbird, Brown Thrasher, Eastern Robin, Eastern Hermit 
Thrush, Olive-backed Thrush, Eastern Bluebird, Blue-gray Gnat-
catcher, Eastern Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Migrant Shrike, Starling, 
Bell's Vireo, Red-eyed Vireo, Eastern Warbling Vireo, Eastern 
Yellow Warbler, Myrtle Warbler, Oven-bird, Northern Yellow-
throat, American Redstart, English Sparrow, Western Meadow-
lark, Yellow-headed Blackbird, Eastern Red-wing, Orchard Oriole. 
Baltimore Oriole, Bronzed Grackle, Eastern Cowbird, Eastern Car-
dinal, Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Western Blue Grosbeak, Indigo 
Bunting, Lazuli Bunting, Dickcissel, Northern Pine Siskin, Eastern 
Goldfinch, Eastern Lark Sparrow, Clay-colored Sparrow, Harris's 
Sparrow, White-crowned Sparrow, Lincoln's Sparrow, and Dakota 
Song Sparrow.-MISSES AGNESS AND SUSIE CALLA WAY, 
Fairbury, N.ebr. 
* * * * 
Notes From Plattsmouth.-Our Purple Martins left on Au-
gust 29, 1943, and during the two weeks preceding this date we had 
the largest concentration of these birds that I have ever seen. Each 
evening they came to five parallel wires behind the Catholic Church 
where they perched wing to wing, usually head into the wind, with 
the wires sagging under their combined weight. They filled the roof 
of the church, lined the ridge pole and the cross and filled the 
branches of two half dead trees near by. Dr. Heineman estimated 
(conservatively) that there were over a thousand birds. It was a 
sight to see and thrilling to hear too, especially when on) some im-
pulse they all took to the air at once with a sound like a great wind 
rushing through leaves. Dr. Heineman took several pictures. This 
spring the first martins arrived on April 6, 1944. The first ones 
seen were swooping! over the space where their house should have 
beell. It was down for repairs but was raised early in the after-
noon.of April 9 and by 5 :30 P.M. the martins were in possession. 
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On November 5 a Sharp-shinned Hawk plunged down the 
length of our driveway after a sparrow. The sparrow took refuge 
in the garage and the hawk check,ed itself sharply at the door and 
flew into an elm near by. Before, the clamor of sparrows arid chick-
adees had been deafening, now there was a silence almost painful 
and not a twig or a feather moved anywhere. The hawk saW! me 
at the window and left. Immediately all my busy boarders appeared 
like magic. 
On November 20 a Red-breasted Nuthatch appeared and since 
then a pair has been about constantly. They are unusual with me. 
I expect the White-breasted Nuthatches but they have nut been 
here for two winters past. As this is written (April 10) the Red-
breasted Nuthatches are still here and have been all winter along 
with Brown Creepers, cardinals and Tufted Titmice, the latter two 
now lustily singing spring songs. 
Since October a flock of bluebirds, 15 to 25, has been about 
now and again. After the snow of February 10 they fed on the 
sumac berry clusters we clipped from roadside bushes and hung on 
a trellis about three yards from our dining room window. Late in 
the afternoon a little company of five to nine (the individuals 
change constantly) feed companionably, hanging from the heavy 
seed heads. The long rays of the setting sun light their warm rosy 
breasts and their blue backs, the richest, loveliest blue you can find 
in nature. They fill their crops, have a drink from the half thawed 
bird bath and "so to bed". Then comes the interesting part! We 
always liked to think the small winter birds found overnight shel-
ter in our bird houses, but had no proof. Now we know they do, 
at least the bluebirds for we have seen them go to hed and also get 
up in the morning. One morning we saw nine practically explode 
from a log woodpecker house. It reminded us of those trick movie 
taxi pictures where dozens of people t.tnerge from the same small 
vehicle. The house must have bulged ih the night. On the evening 
of February 19 I watched seven .birds go in, the first ones quickly 
and easily, the last ones after. some delay for arrangements inside. 
Bluebirds numhers eight, nine and ten appeared. Number eight 
squeezed in after a deal of poking and fussing but numbers nine and 
ten flew away to other quarters. As dark descended I could dimly 
see a small tail extending from the entrance hole. Sometimes it 
moved agitatedly as if its owner were being pushed about. I do 
not know which would be worse off, the under dog or the one on top 
in danger of being pushed out into the cold night by his restless bed-
fellows. 
A single fat robin came after the stOrI" and preempted a 
small upstairs window feeder. He sat there well-fed and comfort-
able, presenting a threatening beak to all comers. This was surpris-
ingand disconcerting to numerous chickadees and a single Tuftl;!d 
TitnioU5e who stayed this winter. After all, they' had used ·theit 
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feeder: since autumn and considered it their own, but the titmouse 
would not be intimidated. He sat on a near by wire with chest out, 
shouting peter, peter, peter in defiance. Occasionally a starling took 
posseSsion briefly, looking slyly stupid while the robin took to the 
wire. Starlings are erratic, coming and going for no apparent rea-
san, so this unwelcome visitor (unwelcome to us as well as to the 
robin) WaIS soon gone. But the robin extended his lines too far for 
comfortable defense. When he would zoom down through a flock 
of bluebirds feeding under the trellis, there would come a tapping 
from the feeder above and he would have to hasten back to chase 
off a bold chickadee who snatched a seed in his absence. Meanwhile 
the bluebirds would calmly settle down over the! sumac heads 
again. The robin threats are not as impressive as the blue jay's. 
Juncos, hairy, downy and Red-bellied woodpeGkers also stayed with 
us all winter. 
A Red-shafted Flicker (Colapt.es cafer) appeared on Novem-
ber 21, 1943. This wa& the fIrst time this species was seen in our 
yard. He had the red mustache as well as the crimson under wings 
and tail. His next a'Ppearance was on March 5, 1944, and since then 
has been coming every few days. On March 21 he discovered a 
small upstairs window feeder that holds a little suet. Although a 
tight fit he now eats there in preference to the tree feeders. He was 
still here on April 9 when I saw him in flight. 
A male towhee, probably the Arctic Towhee (Pipilo maculatus 
arcticus) , arrived on March 25, 1944, and has been here ever since. 
On April 3, toward evening, a flock of fourteen Cedar Wax-
wings flew into the yard. They ate rose hips from the creeping 
rose& and drank from the bird bath. They were here briefly the 
next morning and then left. On April 6 two appeared and are 
here at this writing (April 10) eating rose hips and barberry ber-
ries. Their favorite perch is a tJ1ee just above the bird bath. They 
are quite tame and come to the bath while I sit on the rock wall 
about six feet from it.-MRS. LORENE D. HEINEMAN, Platts-
mouth, N.ebr. 
* * * * 
Annual Meeting of the Omaha Nature Study Club.-The 
annual meeting of the Omaha Nature Study Club was held on 
Sunday, May 7, 1944. The members assembled at the main en-
trance to Fontenelle Forest at 9:00 A.M. for the purpose of con-
ducting a field trip. The day was cloudy with an intermittent light 
rain. At 9 :00 A.M. the temperature was 48 degrees and thE') sky 
was overcast, at 7:00 P.M. it was 45 degrees and raining. Fifty-seven 
different species were noted in the walk through Fontenelle Forest 
which ended at noon. The birds listed were as follows: Great Blue 
Heron, Lesser Scaup Duck, Cooper's Hawk, Eastern Red-tailed 
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Hawk, Northern Red-shouldered Hawk, Marsh Hawk, Franklin's 
Gull, Western Mourning Dove, Chimney Swift, Eastern Belted 
Kingfisher, Northern Flicker, Red-bellied Woodpecker, Red-headed 
Woodpecker, Eastern Hairy Woodpecker, Northern Downy Wood-
pecker, Arkansas Kingbird, Northern Crested Flycatcher, Em-
pidonax Flycatcher, Purple Martin, Northern Blue Jay, Eastern 
Crow, Long-tailed Chickadee, Tufted Titmouse, White-breasted 
Nuthatch, Western House Wren, Catbird, Brown Thrasher, East-
ern Robin, Wood Thrush, Olive-backed Thrush, Gray-cheeked 
Thrush, Eastern Bluebird, Eastern Golden-crowned Kinglet, Yel-
low-throated Vireo, Red-eyed Vireo, Eastern Warbling Vireo, 
Orange-crowned Warbler, Eastern Yellow Warbler, Myrtle Warb-
ler, Oven-bird, Grinnell's Water-Thrush, Louisiana Water-Thrush, 
Kentucky Warbler, Northern Yellow-throat, American Redstart, 
English Sparrow, Orchard Oriole, Rusty Blackbird, Eastern Cow-
bird, Eastern Cardinal, Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Indigo Bunting, 
Eastern Goldfinch, Red-eyed Towhee, Clay-colored Sparrow, West-
ern Field Sparrow and White-throated Sparrow. High point of the 
day was the large number of water-thrushes seen, both the Louis-
iana and the Grinnell's. Many of them were in full song and the 
specific differences of the songs as well as coloration were noted .. 
At 1 :00 P.M. the party assembled at the pavilion at Mandan 
Park for a picnic luncheon. After this the composite list was com-
piled and then the annual business meeting was called to order by 
the president, Dr. Charles A. Stewart. It was decided to initiate a 
nesting census of Fontenelle Forest which it is hoped will continue 
for a number of years. The advisability of affiliating with the Na-
tional Audubon Society was discussed and decision on the matter 
postponed till a later meeting. The club is already affiliated with 
the Nebraska Ornithologists' Union. By unanimous vote the club 
officers then serving were elected fo11 the coming year. They are: 
President, Dr. Charles A. Stewart; vice-president, Dr. Frederic D. 
Garrett; secretary-treasurer, Mr. L. O. Horsky. After adjournment 
some of thl'\ members continued the bird listing in Fontenelle For-
est but had to stop early in the afternoon because of the rain.~F. 
W. HAECKER, Omaha, Nebr. 
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MINUTES OF THE FORTY-FOURTH ANNUAL MEETING 
OF THE 
NEBRASKA ORNITHOLOGISTS' UNION 
The forty-fourth annual meeting of the Nebraska Ornithologists' 
Union was held in Hastings, Nebraska, on Saturday and Sunday 
respectively, May 13 and 14,. 1944. The Brooking Bird Club of 
Hastings was host. Sessions were held in the Hastings Museum. 
Registration began at 1 :30 P.M. with Mrs. A. M. Jones in charge. 
The business session was called to order at 3 :00 P.M. by the 
president, Dr. R. Allyn Moser. He stated that a meeting for the 
previous year was omitted by a vote of the Executive Committee of 
the N. O. U. because of war time travel restrictions. Regional meet-
ings and field days were held in seven cities during the early part 
of May, 1943. 
Reports from Treasurer L. M. Gates were presented which 
may b~ summari2;ed as follows: 
The Report of the Treasurer - 1942-43 
BALANCE SHEET 
Receipts 
Cash on hand May 1, 1942 .................................................... $ 
1 Associate Membership annual dues for 1941-42 ............... . 
8 Sustaining Membership annual dues for 1942-1943 ....... . 
31 Active Membership annual dues for 1942-43 ................. . 
54 Associate Membership annual dues for 1942-43 ........... . 
3 Sustaining Membership annual dues for 1943-44 ............... . 
4 Active Membership annual dues for 1943-44 ................... . 
21 Associate Membership annual dues for 1943-44 ............... . 
Sale of Publications ................................................................. . 
2 Subscriptions to the Review received for year 1941 
6 Subscriptions to the Review received for year 1942 ....... . 
10 Subscriptions to the Review received for year 1943 ....... . 
93.97 
1.00 
40.00 
62.00 
54.00 
15.00 
8.00 
21.00 
1.50 
2.00 
6.00 
10.00 
Total ........................................................................ $314.47 
Expenditures 
Expenses of Corresponding Secretary (Postage and 
Envelopes) ........................................................................ $ 
Stationery for Programs, and Postage ................................... . 
Printing Review for 1942 and Envelopes ........................... . 
Postage for Mailing Review ................................................... . 
Charge on Bank Account ....................................................... . 
Postage received from Sale of Publications and used by 
office of Editor-Custodian ............................................. . 
Balance on hand May 1, 1943 ............................................... . 
10.23 
1.0.48 
146.00 
8.00 
1.20 
1.00 
137.56 
$314.47 
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The Report of the Treasurer - 1943-44 
BALANCE SHEET 
Receipts 
Cash on hand May 1, 1943 .................................................... $137.56 
4 Sustaining Membership annual dues for 1943-44 ............ 20.00 
29 Active Membership annual dues for 1943-44 .................... 58.00 
57 Associate Membership annual dues for 1943-44 ............ 57.00 
4 Associate Membership annua~ dues for 1944-45 ............ 4.00 
1 Associate Membership annual dues 1945-46 .................... 1.00 
Sale of Publications ................................................................ 2.50 
1 Subscription to the Review received for year 1941 ........ 1.00 
1 Subscription to the Review !leceived for year 1942........ 1.00 
10 Subscriptions to the Review received for year 1943 ........ 10.00 
10 Subscriptions to the Review received for year 1944 ........ 10.00 
$302.06 
Expenditures 
Postage and Envelopes .............................................................. $ 4.79 
Printing Review for 1943 and Envelopes ................................ 168.46 
Postage for mailing Review .................................................... 10.50 
Charge on Bank Account .................................................. __ ... _ 1.20 
Postage received from Sale of Publications and used by 
office of Editor-Custodian ..... ___ ... __ . __ .. __ .... ____ ._ .. _____ .________ 2.00 
Subscription received and used for postage by Editor-
Custodian ._. ____ .. __ .. __ ... _. ____ ....... ____ .. __ ... __ .. __ ..... _._ ... _ ..... _ .... _ .. _._ 1.00 
Balance on Hand May 1, 1944 . __ . ____ . __ ..... ___ ...... _ .......... _ ... __ ... __ . 114.11 
Total ..... __ . __ ._ ..... _ ..... ____ .. ___ .. __ ... _ ... _ ...... __ .. __ ... _ .. __ ..... ___ ... _ .. $302.06 
Respectfully submitted, 
L. M. GATES, 'Treasurer J\l:. O. u. 
The reports were received and refern;d to the auditing com-
mittee: Mr. W. L. Wilcox and Miss Emma Ellsworth. The Cor-
responding Secretary, Mrs. M. H. Swenk gave Her report on the 
membership. The follOwing persons had been proposed for mem-
bership since the laJst official meeting in May, 1942: Dr. Charles 
A. Stewart, Miss Verla Dillow, Mr. Levi L. Mohler, Mrs. Dorothy 
Gannon, Mrs. John L. Gedgoud, Mr. Miles Greenleaf, Miss Ruth 
L. Jensen, Mrs. Arthur Grier, Mr. Chas. D. Hef£elbower, Mr. 
Jack Miles, Miss Blanche L. Peters, Mrs. ]. V. Romig, Miss E. Pearl 
Smith, Mr. Bruce F. Stiles, Miss Delia Tartsch, Miss Rebecca Tout_ 
Mrs. W. S. Gulotta, Mrs. Edson Fichter, Miss Jessie Robinson, 
Mrs. Wendell Brown and Mr. Wendell Brown. All were elected 
to membership by the casting of a unanimous vote. 
The report of the nominating committee (Mr. L. O. Horsky, 
chairman, Mrs. S. A. Perkins, Mr. A. M. Brooking and Mr. Wilson 
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Tout) was read by Mrs. Perkins. The committee nominated the 
following: for pnesident, Mrs. A. M. Brooking, Hastings; for vice-
president, Mr. Earl W. Glandon, Stapleton; for corresponding sec-
retary, Mrs. Myron H. Swenk, Lincoln; for recording secretary, 
Mrs. A. H. Jones, Hastings; for treasurer, Dr. R. Allyn Moser, 
Omaha; and for editor-custodian, Mr. F. W. Haecker, Omaha. Nom-
inations were invited from the floor. No other nominations were 
received, and by motion and vote the nominations were closed and 
the election of these officers made unanimous. Announcements for 
the field day was made by the Recording Secretary. The business 
meeting then adjourned. 
Mr. F. W. Haecker reported on birds observed at Acapulco, 
Guerrero, Mexico, an mteresting account of the different species 
observed at this place which lies 1680 miles due south of Nebraska, 
on the Pacific Coast. Mr. Eddie Brown of Kearney entertained the 
group with a report on the birds with which he became acquainted 
while in military service in Australia and the islands of the Pacific. 
A tour of the Hastings Museum was muc~ enjoyed by the group. 
Attracting special attention, among the 3500 mounted specimens of 
birds, was the group of Sandhill Cranes and Whooping Cranes. 
This group was on display for the first time. Ten specimens of the 
Whooping Crane were in the exhibit. 
At 6:30 P.M. fifty-six members and guests assembled for the 
dinner which was prepaJ.1ed and served in the Hastings Museum by 
members of the Brooking Bird Club. The program following the 
dinner was presented in the auditorium of the Museum. Before the 
program President R. Allyn Moser called for the report of the reso-
lutions committee which consisted of Mrs. Myron H. Swenk, chair-
man, Mrs. Glen Chapman, Mr. V. W. Binderup and Dr. Chas. A. 
Stewart. 
The resolutions committee chairman read proposed resolutions 
thanking the host organization, the Brooking Bird Club for making 
possible this most successful forty-fourth annual meeting at the 
Hastings Museum, thanking them for their courtesy and hospitality 
in making the arrangements for the meeting and the field day and 
for furnishing and preparing the food for the meals. Resolutions 
were also read expressing appreciation to F. W. Haecker and to 
Eddie Brown for their reports an their foreign trips, and to Mr. W. 
LeRoy Wilcox and Dr. Charles A. Stewart for providing the eve-
ning's entertainment consisting of colored motion pictures of bird 
life and colored slides of trees and plants. The following resolution 
was alF.OJ read: 
"WHEREAS, leadership in ornithology is needed in Nebraska 
because of the importance of birds in the control of insects and 
weed seeds, and 
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"WHEREAS, such leadership at the College of Agriculture of 
the University of Nebraska has been lacking in recent yearls, and 
thereby contact with other ornithologists of the United States and 
particularly with the Fish and Wildlife Service has not been avail-
able, and 
"WHEREAS, we appreciate the importance of beekeeping for 
the polleniz;ation of major fruit and farm crops such as alfalfa and 
the clovers, and realiz;ing that leadership in neighboring states is at-
tracting beekeepers from Nebraska, and 
"WHEREAS, ornithology and apiculture.are related subjects, 
and the cost of providing instructors in both subjects might be pro-
hibitive, therefore be it 
"RESOLVED, that the Nebraska Orn"ithologists' Union re-
spectfully urge that the Board :Jf Regents of the University of Ne-
braska give serious consideration to the establishment of this joint 
illiStructorship " 
All resolutions were unanimously adopted as read 
Dr. Charles A. Stewart with his kodachrome pictures took the 
members through Fon~enelle Forest, showing nature in the differ-
ent seasons and including the wild animal life of the forest. Mr. W. 
LeRoy Wilcox showed motion pictures in color of birds and ani-
mals which he had taken in Wyoming and in camp in northern 
Minnesota. The forty-fourth annual meeting concluded with the 
announcements relative to the field day. 
This Hastings meeting was attended by fifty-six persons in-
cluding the following twenty-nine N. O. U. members: Mesdames 
L. H. McKillip, H. C. Johnston, Jane B. Swenk, Geo. O. Smith, 
L. M. Gates, R. A. Moser, S. A. Perkins, Glen Chapman, June 
Vance, Lucile Brown, A. H. Jones, A. M. Jones, A. M. Brook-
ing and A. A. Adams; Misses Doris Gates, Emma Ellsworth, Mary 
Ellsworth, Amy C. Lawton and M. Caryle Sylla; and Messrs. F. 
W. Haecker, V. W. Binderup, Eddie Brown, Charles A. Stewart, 
L. M. Gates, R. Allyn Moser, W. L. Wilcox, Wendell Brown, A. 
M. Brooking and A. A. Adams. Guests pI1esent were: Mrs. F. W. 
Haecker, S. A. Perkins and Verne W. Vance of Omaha; Mrs. V 
W. Binderup of Minden; Mrs. Eddie Brown of Kearney; and Dora 
Carriker, Carrie Hansen, H. F. Olmsted, Mrs. H. F. Olmsted, Joyce 
Adams, Mrs. Rae Nellis, Mrs. F. L. Youngblood, F. L. Youngblood, 
Mrs. C. B. Adelseck, C. B. Adelseck, Mrs. A. H. Staley, A 
H. Staley, Mrs. Dorr Mahoney, Dorr Mahoney, Mrs. V. 
V. Moore, Mrs. ]. M. Davis, ]. M. Davis, A. H. Jones, A. 
M. JOllies, Dr. Mabel Dixon, Mrs. F. A. Crippen and Mrs. E. 
L. Shriner of Hastings. 
MRS. A. H. JONES, Recording Secretary, N.. O. u. 
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REPORT ON THE FORTY-FIRST ANNUAL FIELD DAY 
OF THE NEBRASKA ORNITHOLOGISTS' UNION 
On Sunday, May 14, 1944, the forty-fir"t annual field day of 
the Nebraska Ornithologists' Union was held in the vicinity of 
Hastings. Forty-two persons composed the party which met at the 
City Auditorium Park at 7:30 A.M. The trip was made to the 
Blue River, Crystal Lake, and points east and west. At 12 :30 P.M. 
a picnic luncheon was served hy members of the Brooking Bird 
Club. Following the luncheon the composite list of birds seen was 
compiled and a total of 99 species and subspecies obtained. During 
the afternoon 13 additional forms were added bringing the total 
day's list up to 112. Highlights of the day were the Mississippi 
Kites seen by about half the memb.ers of the group, and the male 
Blackburnian Warbler that remained in a tree on the picnic grounds 
for a considerable period and was seen by all of the party. 
The total list of 112 birds for the day was as follows: Eastern 
Green Heron, Black-crowned Night Heron, American Bittern, Com-
mon Mallard, Gadwall, American Pintail, Blue·winged Teal, Shov 
eller, Ruddy Duck, Mississippi Kite, Eastern Red-tailed Hawk, 
Krider's Hawk, Swainson's Hawk, Ferruginous Rough·leg, Marsh 
Hawk, Eastern Sparrow Hawk, Eastern Bob·white, Ring·necked 
Pheasant, American Coot, Killdeer, Upland· Plover, Spotted Sand-
piper, Pectoral Sandpiper, Semipalmated Sandpiper, Black Tern, 
Rock Dove, Western Mourning Dove, Eastern Screech Owl, West-
ern Burrowing Owl, Short-eared Owl, Chimney Swift, Eastern Belt· 
ed Kingfisher, Northern Flicker, Red-shafted Flicker, Red-bellied 
Woodpecker, Red·headed Woodpecker, Yellow·bellied Sapsucker, 
Eastern Hairy Woodpecker, Northern Downy Woodpecker, East-
ern Kingbird, Arkansas Kingbird, Northern Crested Flycatcher, 
Eastern Phoebe, Say's Phoebe, Acadian Flycatcher, Least Flycatch-
er, Eastern Wood Pewee, Prairie Horned Lark, Rough·winged 
Swallow, Barn Swallow, Purple Martin, Northern Blue Jay, East-
ern Crow, Long-tailed Chickadee, Red·breasted Nuthatch, Western 
House Wren, Eastern Mockingbird, Catbird, Brown Thrasher, East-
ern Robin, Wood Thrush, Olive·backed Thrush, Gray·cheeked 
Thrush, Eastern Bluebird, Blue·gray Gnatcatchcr, Migrant Shrike, 
White·rumped Shrike, Starling, Bell's Vireo, Red-eyed Vireo, East-
ern Warbling Vireo, Eastern Yellow Warbler. Myrtle Warbler, 
Audubon's Warbler, Blackburnian Warbler, Black-poll Warbler, 
Mourning Warbler, Northern Yellow-throat, Long-tailed Chat, 
American Redstart, English Sparrow, Bobolink, Eastern Meadow-
lark, Western Meadowlark, Yellow-headed Blackbird, Eastern Red-
wing, Orchard. Oriole, Baltimore Oriole, Brom;ed Grackle, Eastern 
Cowbird, Eastern Cardinal, Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Rocky Moull' 
tain Grosbeak, Western Blue Grosbeak, Indigo Bunting, Lazuli 
Bunting, Dickcissel, Northern Pine Siskin, Eastern Goldfinch, Arc-
tic Towhee, Lark Bunting, Eastern Savannah Sparrow, Western 
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Grasshopper Sparrow, Eastern Vesper Sparrow, Eastern Lark Spar-
row, Eastern Chipping Sparrow, Clay-colored Sparrow, Western 
Field Sparrow, Harris's Sparrow, White-throated Sparrow, Lin-
coln's Sparrow and Dakota Song Sparrow. 
MISCELLANEOUS 
The editor has been advised by W. L. McAtee, Technical Ad-
viser, Fish and Wildlife Service, that organi~ation of the material 
collected during more than 30 yeara for a Dictionary of Vernacu-
lar Names of North American Birds is in progress. In order to aid 
the compiler in this work i~ is requested that readers of this mag-
azine contriibute local or otherwise unusual vernacular names of 
birds. Contributions sent in from the Nebraska territory will prob-
ably be published in this maga~ine but will be promptly forwarded 
to the Fish and Wildlife Service as soon as received. 
... ... ... ... 
Students of ornithology and natural history residing in the 
Omaha vicinity received the privilege, during the season just passed, 
of being able to attend a series of five Audubon Wildlif.e Screen 
Tours. The lectures were all given at Joslyn Memorial admission 
free, by speakers of national reputation who illustrated their talks 
with color motion pictures. Attendance was good at all lectures, 
never falling below 750. At Dr. Pettingill's program a count showed 
that over fifteen hundred persons entered the auditorium which 
seats only between eleven and twelve hundred. The cost of putting 
on the Screen Tours was borne by the National Audubon Society 
and locally by the Omaha Nature Study Club, Omaha members of 
the Nebraska Ornithologists' Union, the Fontenelle Forest Associa-
tion and the Joslyn Memorial. The speakers and their subjects were 
ais follows: "From Sea to High Sierra" by Bert Harwell, Novem-
ber 13, 1943; "Wings, Fins and Antlers" by John H. Storer, Jan-
uary 11, 1944; "Wonders of the Southern Wilderness" by Alex-
ander Spront, Jr., March 28, 1944; "Wildlife in Action" by Dr. 
Olin Sewall Pettingill, Jr., April 21, 1944, and "Our Heritage in 
the Rockies" by Mrs. Edna Maslowski, May 11, 1944. Another 
similar program is planned for next season. 
... ... ... ... 
A letter to the corresponding secretary from N. O. U. mem-
ber Jean Laffoon of Sioux City, Iowa, and now a pharmacist's mate, 
first class in the New rlebrides is of particular interest and is quot-
ed in part herewith: 
"Needless to say, the bird life here is very different to anything 
I was accustomed to seeing back in thE:! States. To mention a few 
of the commoner birds here, we have the Lory, Silver-eye, Fan-tail, 
MISCELI~ANEOUS 
Scrub Turkey (really a mound builder and not a turkey), Man-
grove Kingfisher, Broad-billed Flycatcher (belongs to a different 
family than the kingbird, phoebe, etc.), Golden Whistler, Scarlet 
Honeyeater, Big Grey Cuckoo Shrike, Pheasant Pigeon, Ground 
Pigeon, Little Green DOVle, Barn Owl, Marsh Hawk (same genus, 
different species from the Marsh Hawk of U. S.), White-throated 
Pigeon, Mangrove Bittern, etc. Actually, although there are many 
interesting forms here, the species list is not as long as in Iowa and 
Nebraska (presumably because of isolation). But with the many 
new (to me) plants and animals of all groups, trips afield here can 
be very fascinating." 
* * * * 
N. O. U. membens are reminded that dues for the year 1944-
45 became payable May first of this year. Will those members who 
have not yet paid their membership dues please do so at this time, 
remitting to the Treasurer, Dr. R. Allyn Moser, 1407 Medical Arts 
Bldg., Omaha 2, Nebr. Dues for the three classes of membership 
are: Associate membercship, $1.00 per year; active membership, $2.00 
per year, and sustainin~ membership, $5.00 per year. Applications 
for new membership should be sent to the Treasurer. 
* * * * 
Most Nebraska bird students are perhaps familiar with the 
Poc~et Chec~-Lirst of N.:ebras~a Birds published privately in April, 
1940, by F. W. Haecker and R. Allyn Moser. It has been suggested 
that a revised check-list be published in the near future by the 
Nebraska Ornithologists' Union adding Roseate Spoonbill, Chukar 
Partridge, Glaucous Gull and any other species which at that time 
are entitled to inclusion in the state list. Also certain changes in 
frequency of occurrence, seasonal status, and distribution in Ne-
braska can be designated in the new check-list from information ob-
tained. It is requested that all Nebraska bird students wishing to 
suggest corrections and additions to the above mentioned published 
check-list correspond with the Editor-Custodian of this magazine. 
Anyone not having a copy of the 1940 check-list may obtain 
one without charge so long as the limited supply remains by writ 
ing to the editor. 
* * * * Publication of the current issue of THE NEBRASKA BIRD 
REVIEW has been delayed approximately three weeh by the re-
cent flood in the valley of the Elkhorn River. This flood severed the 
gas line to Blair, Nebraska, causing that city to be without natural 
gas for a considerable period of time and consequently putting the 
linotype machines of The Enterprise out of commission. Complete 
manuscript for the current issue of this magazine was delivered to 
The Enterprise on June 5, 1944. The Enterprise has printed this 
publication for the last four years. 
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Dr. Otto McCreary of the University of Wyoming, died at 
Mesa, Arizona, on January 6, 1944, at 64 years of age. He was 
born in Pennsylvania in 1879 and received his bachelor' of science 
degree from the University of Michigan, his doctorate at Ohio State 
Oniversity. Trained as a research chemist, he made ornithology 
his hobby, and at the time of his death was recognized as the lead-
ing authority on the birds of Wyoming. After working as assistant 
research chemist at experiment stations in Pullman, Washington and 
Cornell University, where he carried on ornithological investiga-
tions, Dr. McCreary went to Laramie, Wyoming, and was associate 
research chemist there at the University of Wyoming at the time of 
his death. It was in that state that his bird studies reached their 
highest stage of importance for he was the- auth()r of the book, 
Wyoming Bird Life (1937-39), a notable contribution to the knowl-
edge of migration, distribution, and nesting of birds in the Wyom-
ing area. Dr. McCreary corresponded frequently with the editor of 
this publication and had planned to send us a paper on the winter 
bird life of the North Platte Valley region near the Wyoming-Ne-
braska line which he considered one of the most interesting local-
ities ornithologically in his state. At the time of his death, Dr. 
McCreary was on leave from his University, receiving treatment 
for an illness which began in July. Burial was at Greensboro, Mary-
land. H;e was the leading bird exponent of our sister state to the 
west and his loss will be felt most keenly. 
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NEBRASKA BmD CLUBS 
Chadron-Inez Houghton Audubon Society 
Organized 1917 
President-Mrs. Wm. Hem 
Vice-President-Mrs. E. M. Berry 
Secretary-Treasurer-Mrs. M. B. Passon 
Fairbury-Fairbury Nature Union 
Organized May, 1940. Formerly Nature Study Department 
of Fairbury Women's Club, organized in 1916 
Hastings-Brooking Bird Club 
Organized September 10, 1923 
President-Mrs. ]. M. Davis 
Vice-President-Mrs. A. M. Jones 
Secretary-Treasurer-A. M. Brooking 
Lincoln-Lincoln Bird Club 
Organized April 2, 1940 
President-Harold Reynolds 
Vice-President-Mrs. Ruth Fleming 
Secretary-Treasurer-W. F. Rumbaugh 
Lincoln-University Place Bird Club 
Acting President-Mrs. Ethel Bishop 
Secretary-Mrs. E. L. Williams 
North Platte-North Platte Bird Club 
Organized April 7, 1934 
President-Mrs. Carl Hollman 
Vice-President-Hershey Welch 
Secretary-Treasurer-Wilson Tout 
Omaha-Omaha Nature Study Club 
Organized May, 1927 
President-Dr. Charles A. Stewart 
Vice-President-Dr. Frederic D. Garrett 
Secretary-Treasurer-L. O. Horsky 
